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Art and Earth: A Natural Partnership 
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releasing volatiles such as water and 
waxes but retaining carbon, while 
graphite is a crystalline form of carbon 
with a layered structure that can form in 
igneous and metamorphic rocks.  
Students experimented with using these 
materials in drawing exercises led by 
Lowe. The first exercises were meant to 
generate a mindset of observation as 
students drew their surroundings, 
focusing on line and negative shapes as 
they looked at the landscape and its 
smaller components. Longer exercises 
utilized the drawing process as a means 
for asking scientific questions. By 
drawing objects in great detail, students 
became curious about the different 
features of the objects of study – what 
function they play for an organism, or 
how they formed, for example.  
The weather at Glendale Shoals was 
perfect, and the drawings were 
informative both about the present 
moment, and about the geologic 
processes that the materials represent.  
ARTS 247 and 
ENVS 330 work 
with Nancy Lowe 
in a drawing 
exercise at 
Glendale Shoals  
Dr. Ferguson collected ground penetrating 
radar, magnetic susceptibility, and probe 
data at the Johannes Kolb Archaeological 
Site on March 11th and 12th. The Kolb site 
is located on the South Carolina Heritage 
Trust’s Great Pee Dee Heritage Preserve.  
Dr. Ferguson’s geoarchaeological 
investigations were conducted in 
conjunction with the final field season of 
20 years of archaeological investigations at 
the site.  The site contains evidence of 
cultural occupation and environmental 
adaptation spanning the last 12,000 years. 
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For the second time, Professors Kris 
Neely and Kaye Savage are collaborating 
with a course collision. ARTS 247 and 
ENVS 330 meet together every Monday 
afternoon to explore overlapping themes 
in the two courses. This past Monday we 
were delighted to have a guest teacher 
and artist, Nancy Lowe, director of 
Symbiosis Art+Science Alliance 
(symbASA). Lowe has a passion for 
connecting artists and scientists to 
generate collaborative work, and she was 
interested in learning more about our 
partnership as well as engaging with our 
students. 
The afternoon began with an overview of 
the origins and properties of our three 
media for the day: chalk, charcoal, and 
graphite. Dr. Savage talked about each 
material in the context of the carbon 
cycle, noting that natural chalk is 
comprised of the remains of tiny marine 
organisms that create skeletal material 
(“tests”) from calcium carbonate that they 
draw out of the water. Charcoal is made 
by incomplete burning of plant material, 
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  Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
PROFILE OF THE WEEK: 
University of Texas – Austin – Energy and Earth Resources 
1
     The Jackson School of Geosciences at the 
University of Texas at Austin offers the Master of 
Arts in Energy and Earth Resources (MAEER) and 
the Master of Science in Energy and Earth 
Resources (MSEER), as well as dual degrees with 
the LBJ School of Public Affairs and the Red 
McCombs School of Business.   
     The EER program is nationally recognized in the 
area of oil and natural gas.  In addition to these 
areas, the EER program offers the opportunity for 
coursework and research in alternative energy 
resources, mineral resources, and water similarly 
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tied to relevant courses in business, finance, 
economics, law, policy, and the environment. 
     “UT Austin is one of the world’s great research 
universities, and is also a network for creative 
thinkers, entrepreneurs, and pioneers. And the 
City of Austin offers a fantastic setting for 
education, discovery, and professional 
development.” 
     Enrollment is limited to approximately 50 
students.  Visit their website at 
http://www.jsg.utexas.edu/eer/. 
 
March 31st   
 
Carl Safina Events Rescheduled:  11:00am in McMillan Theater – “Our Threatened 
Oceans” – free and open to the public.  Tickets available (contact: heidi@waterrockinstitute.org) 
for 6:00 VIP reception and 7:00pm keynote presentation, “Beyond Words: What Animals 
Think and Feel” in the USC Upstate Campus Life Center.  
March 24th   
7:00pm 
Tyson Family Lecture Series - The Color of the Land – Sand County to Carolina Clay: Dr. 
Drew Lanham, Alumni Distinguished Professor and Alumni Master Teacher at 
Clemson University in the Department of Forestry and Environmental Science, will be 
in Olin 101 to address ethnically-hued land ethic issues visited by both Dr. Lanham’s 
research and creative writing, providing a forum for discussion and exchange.   
March 26th  
9:30am   
Northside Community Teaching Farm - Free Mushroom Inoculation Workshop: Coleman 
Hockett, beekeeper and mushroom farmer extraordinaire, will be leading this 
workshop to be held at the urban farm with the big greenhouse below the Farmers' 
Market parking lot.  Optional donations accepted to offset costs of materials and option 
to purchase a log for $2-$5 to take home.  https://www.facebook.com/events/1711049345805004/  
 
March 19th   
9:00am-12:00pm 
Volunteers Needed to Help with School Group at Glendale: Contact Dr. Savage if you are 
interested in assisting 3rd-5th graders with environmental education activities at the 
Goodall Center in Glendale. 
March 26th  
9:00am-2:00pm   
Recycle Spartanburg’s 8th Annual Household Hazardous Waste Collection:  Rain or shine 
this event will be held at the County Administration Building, 366 N. Church Street.  
Visit http://tinyurl.com/spartanburg-haz-waste for a list of acceptable items. 
April 23rd  
10:00am-4:00pm   
Spartanburg Earth Day:  A collaborative community effort celebrating stewardship, 
sustainability, and our amazing planet Earth to be held at The Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Spartanburg, 210 Henry Place, 29302.  For more information visit: 
http://www.spartanburgearthday.org/ 
 
April 23rd    
10:00am-3:00pm 
Discover Your Watershed at Lyman Lake Lodge: Paddle, play and learn about the Tyger 
River Watershed. This family event is designed to raise awareness about the 
importance of safeguarding our water resources for future generations. Registration 
and lunch are free if you sign up at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/discover-your-
watershed-tickets-18707263930  
 
